
Malta Freeport Terminals was 
last year awarded the highest 

international certification 
possible in Health & Safety and 
Environmental Management – 

ISO 45001 and ISO 14001.

The Birżebbuġa Community’s needs rank high on Malta Freeport’s 
agenda. We are committed to minimising the impact of our facility’s 
operations and have taken a number of positive steps in this regard – 
and we are delighted to share with you our achievements.



The air quality in the area has improved as all 
seagoing vessels must now comply with the 

IMO 2020 regulation which came in force as from 
1 January, 2020. The rule limits the sulphur in the 
fuel oil used on board ships to 0.50% m/m  - a 
significant reduction from the previous limit of 
3.5%. Also, more and more vessels are now powered 
by LNG (Liquified Natural Gas) in conformity 
with the IMO strategic plan for 2050, which aims 
to reduce gas emissions in the sea by 50%, while 
working to eventually eliminate them completely. 

The largest containerships in the world powered by LNG, with a capacity of 23,000 TEUs 
(containers), are calling regularly as Malta Freeport was chosen by the shipping line 

CMA CGM as one of their ports for the prestigious French Asia Line Service, which connects Europe 
to Asia on a weekly basis. Last year, the Freeport welcomed the first giant vessel on its maiden voyage, 
CMA CGM Jacques Saade, which uses the world’s best environmentally-friendly technology. 

The result is that these LNG-powered vessels emit up to 20% less
CO2 than fuel-powered systems, use 99% less sulphur dioxide and
save 85% in nitrogen oxide emissions. This is a much higher
standard than is currently required by regulations.



The Freeport invested €31 million 
in 15 yard cranes, namely Rubber-

Tyred Gantry Cranes (RTGs) that are 
equipped with advanced technology 
which reduces energy consumption and 
improves air quality while offering a safer 
working environment. These cranes, 
which replaced old yard cranes, are fitted 
with safety alarms that are considerably 
quieter than the beeper alarms previously 
in use – thereby benefitting Birżebbuġa 
residents. The Freeport has also retrofitted 
these quieter alarms on the existing 
fleet of 45 RTGs thereby substantially 
reducing noise from the facility.

The Freeport is important to Malta’s economy and needs to ensure it can compete with the 
best terminals in the Mediterranean. Investment is key to this. This year, we replaced two 

older cranes with two megamax quayside cranes at a cost of €20 million. These are equipped 
with outstanding technological and environmental specifications. Additionally, the Company is 
continuously investing heavily in more environmentally-friendly equipment and machinery. 



The Company has recently installed a system of photovoltaic panels on 
offices, warehouses, both car parks and mustering building. These panels 

are spread over an area of 2.43MW generating over 3,600MW per hour of 
energy per year. This is equivalent to a reduction of more than 2,000 tonnes of 
CO2 emissions per year. The most significant benefit of the panels is that solar 
energy is a renewable energy source without any environmental pollution.

Full cut-out light fittings have been installed at Terminal One, the terminal 
closest to Birżebbuġa, to address light impact concerns such as glare, 

light spillage and sky glow and the Terminal Two lighting has also been 
adjusted. The Freeport will continue investing in such lighting systems. 

More advanced asphalting 
is also being laid at 

the Terminals, particularly 
in areas close to the village, 
which reduces the noise 
pollution from our operations.
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Separation of waste 
is also a priority. We 

work hard to adhere 
to recycling principles 
and take part annually 
in the European Week 
for Waste Reduction. 

The Freeport invested in a 300m lightweight 
rapid response boom at a cost of €30,000 

to protect bathers in Birżebbuġa Pretty Bay 
against any spill or leak from the port.

Ongoing discussions are also held with the Environment Monitoring 
Committee regarding the implementation of the environment management 

system at the Freeport. This committee is made up of Malta Freeport Terminals, 
Birżebbuġa Local Council, Birżebbuġa NGO BEAG, Malta Freeport Corporation, 
the local environmental authorities (ERA) and Transport Malta.

Planting of trees and plants in 
various areas of Birżebbuġa 

is also carried out regularly in 
coordination with the Birżebbuġa 
Local Council. Malta Freeport 
also organises clean up campaigns 
in the area with the participation 
of Malta Freeport employees, 
Birżebbuġa Local Council, Malta 
Freeport Corporation and the 
various institutions we support. 

Three trailers were also acquired which specifically 
control material spillage from containers. 



Around
1 million euros
have been donated 
over the years to 
various organisations 
in the Birżebbuġa 
locality including: 

•	 Local	Council	
•	 Skatepark	Project	
•	 Double	Glazing	Scheme	
•	 St	Benedict	Birżebbuġa	

Primary	School	
•	 Birżebbuġa	Parish	

Church 
•	 Aquatic	Sports	Club
•	 Regatta	Club	
•	 Sailing	Club
•	 St	Peter’s	Football	Club	
•	 Windmill	Football	

Nursery 
•	 Socjeta	Filarmonika	

San	Pietru	Banda	
Birżebbuġa	A.D.	1990	

•	 Għaqda	Mużikali	
San	Pietru	fil-Ktajjen	
Birżebbuġa 

•	 Għaqda	Storja	u	Kultura
•	 Southern	Area	

Velocity Pigeon Club 



Other Measures being pursued

A 450-space, three-storey car park is also being developed thanks to an investment of €3.2 
million by the Government through Malta Freeport Corporation. This facility will be used 
by both Freeport workers and Birżebbuġa residents. The new car park will complement 
the embellishment project underway in Birżebbuġa and serve as a recreational area for the 
community. 

A total of €500,000 is also being invested in a scheme enabling 250 families in Birżebbuġa 
to replace their existing apertures with double glazing, providing better insulation from 
noise and hot or cold weather. This will be financed by Malta Freeport Corporation and will 
be managed by the regulator for energy and water services (REWS). A similar scheme was 
launched a few years ago, benefitting residents on some 40 streets in Birżebbuġa.

Meanwhile, the Government will be investing €12 million in an Onshore Power Supply Project 
(OPS) to provide power to berthed ships allowing them to switch off their engines while stationary. 
This will reduce emissions and noise thus providing a cleaner environment for residents.

The Freeport also provides financial 
assistance to the Local Council in order to 

offer a free transport service to the Day Care 
Centre. This service – suspended temporarily 
due to the Covid-19 pandemic – is enabling 
senior citizens to socialise on a regular basis 
and benefit from a monthly cultural visit. 

Malta Freeport Terminals will 
continue co-operating with the 
concerned Local Authorities 
so that other projects will 
be implemented that will 
complement the holistic strategy 
from which the Birżebbuġa 
community will benefit. 



Tel: (356) 2225 1000
Email: marketing@maltafreeport.com.mt
www.maltafreeport.com.mt

QR code generated on http://qrcode.littleidiot.be


